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IFMA Foundation Announces New Academic Recognition – The 
Registered Facility Management Program (RFMP) 

HOUSTON, TEXAS, USA – (June 11, 2019) – For over twenty years the IFMA Foundation has 
served as the global accrediting body for the Facility Management Accredited Degree Programs 
(ADP), setting the academic standards and criteria for college and university programs which 
offer associate, bachelor, master and post-graduate degrees. The IFMA Foundation announces 
the creation of  the new Registered Facility Management Program (RFMP) to allow educational 
institutions to give college certificates that equip graduates with the core competencies of 
facility management.  This coursework will provide the education needed for students to move  
right into the workplace.  The RFMP will create a continuum that will lead to the creation of 
new facility management Accredited Degree Programs.  “This new category of education 
qualification will accelerate new programs for facility management and result in a workforce 
with more consistent and robust training for both the public and private sectors,” said Nancy J. 
Sanquist, IFMA Foundation Chair and IFMA Fellow. 

With 49 being the average age of current facility managers and 50 percent of them retiring in 
the next five to 10 years, the field of facility management is in critical need for highly trained 
workers and managers.  To add to this crisis, there will be at least 500,000 job openings during 
this same time period and currently, there are less than 1,000 professionally trained facility 
management students graduating each year. The new RFMP program will result in more 
qualified students, who either are just beginning career preparation or changing their jobs, can 
begin their education in more locations around the world, be eligible for scholarships to pay for 
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their education and/or start work faster with premier IFMA Foundation Global Workforce 
Initiative organizations like Sodexo and ABM.  

 “The RFMP equips academic institutions with the ability to offer top notch facility management 
education and prepare students for the facility management jobs of today and the future.  Most 
importantly, the RFMP requires foundational content to include the core competencies 
carefully vetted by global facility management professionals with proven value in today’s work 
environment.” Said Regina Ford Cahill, IFMA Foundation Trustee and Chair of the Academic 
Affairs Committee and Facility Management Accreditation Commission (FMAC).     

For academic institutions seeking to become a Registered Facility Management Program, the criteria 
and standards can be found here http://foundation.ifma.org/academics.   
 

About the IFMA Foundation Established in 1990 as a non-profit 501(c)(3) corporation and separate 
entity from the International Facility Management Association (IFMA), the IFMA Foundation works for 
the public good to promote priority research and educational opportunities for the advancement of 
facility management. The IFMA Foundation is supported by the generosity of the facility management 
and built environment community including IFMA members, chapters, councils, corporate sponsors and 
private contributors who share the belief that education and research improve the facility management 
profession. To learn more about the IFMA Foundation, visit foundation.ifma.org. 
 
About IFMA 
IFMA is the world's largest and most widely recognized international association for facility management 
professionals, supporting 24,000 members in more than 100 countries. This diverse membership 
participates in focused component groups equipped to address their unique situations by region (136 
chapters), industry (16 councils) and areas of interest (six communities). Together they manage more 
than 78 billion square feet of property and annually purchase more than US$526 billion in products and 
services. Formed in 1980, IFMA certifies professionals in facility management; conducts research; 
provides educational programs, content and resources; and produces World Workplace, the world's 
largest series of facility management conferences and expositions. To join and follow IFMA's social 
media outlets online, visit the association's LinkedIn, Twitter, Facebook, YouTube and Flickr pages. For 
more information, visit the IFMA press room or www.ifma.org. 
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